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PART 1: SECTION (1) – GENERAL 
Government Notifications 

L.D – B 4/81 
 

THE NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL ACT NO 47 OF 1980 
 

BY virtue of the powers vested in me by Section 23W of the National Environmental Act, 
No 47 of 1980, I, Sirimani Athulathmudali, Minister of Transport, Highways, 
Environment and Women’s Affairs, do by this Order, prohibit with effect from 01st 
January, 2000, the use of the material  specified in the Schedule hereto, being used for 
any process, trade or industry as being Ozone depleting materials and substances 
which will endanger the quality of the Environment; 
 
 Provided that the said materials in the Schedule hereto, may continue to be 
used until 01st January, 2005 for the limited purpose of servicing equipment or 
industrial  plants already in operation or which have been installed prior to 01st 
January, 2005  
 

SCHEDULE  
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Code 

 

 
Symbol 

 
Substance 

CFC – 11 (R 11) CFCL3 Trichlorofluoromethane 
CFC – 12 (R 12) CF2CL2 Dichlorodifluoromethane 
CFC – 113 (R 113) C2F3CL2 Trichlorotrifluoroethane 
CFC – 114 (R 114) C2F4CL2 Dichlorotetrafluoroethane 
CFC – 115 R 115) C2F5CL Chloropentafluoroethane 
   
Halon – 1211 CF4BrCl Bromochlorodifluoromethane 
Halon – 1301 CF3Br Bromotrifluoromethane 
Halon - 2402 CF4Br2 Dibromotetrafluoroethane 
   
CFC – 13 CF3Cl Chlorotrifluoromethane 
CFC – 111 C2FCl5 Penthachlorofluoroethane 
CFC - 112 C2F2Cl4 Tetrachlorodifluoroethane 
CFC – 211 C3FCl7 Heptachlorofluoropropane 
CFC – 212 C3F2Cl6 Hexachlorodifluoropropane 
CFC – 213 C3F3Cl5 Pentrachlorotrifluoropropane 
CFC – 214  C3F4Cl4 Tetrachlorotetrafluoropropane 
CFC – 215 C3F5Cl3 Trichloropentafluoropropane 
CFC – 216 C3F6Cl2 Dichlorohexafluoropropane 
CFC – 217 C3F7Cl 

CCl4 

 

C2H3Cl3 

Chloroheptafluoropropane 
Carbon Tetrachloride 
(Tetrachloromethane) 
Methyl Chloroform 
(1,1,1 – Trichloroethane) 



SRIMANI ATHULATHMUDALI 
Minister Of Transport,Highways, 

Environment And Women’s Affairs 
25th October, 1994 
Colombo 
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THE NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL ACT. No 47 of 1980 
 
REGULATIONS made by the Minister of Transport, Highways, Environment and 
Women’s Affairs under Section 32 of the National Environment Act. No 47 of 1980 
 
      SIRIMANI ATHULATHMUDALI, 
      Minister Of Transport,Highways, 
      Environment and Women’s Affairs 
Colombo 
5th October, 1994 
 

Regulations 
 

1. These regulations may be cited National Environmental (Ambient Air Quality) 
Regulations, 1994. 

 
2. The permissible ambient air quality standards shall be as specified in the 

Schedule hereto in relation to the classes of air pollutants specified therein. 
 

3. The requisite tests for determining whether the specified air quality standards 
are maintained, shall be carried out by utilizing  the methods specified in the 
schedule here by the use of equipment approved for this purpose by the Central 
Environmental  Authority. 

 
4. In these regulations  “Central Environmental Authority” shall have the same 

meaning assigned to it in the National Environmental Act, No 47 of 1980. 
 

SCHEDULE 1 
 

Maximum 
Permissible Level 

 
 

Pollutant 

 
Averaging 

Time* In 
mg/m3 

In ppm 

 
Method of Measurement 

Carbon Monoxide 8  hr. 10 9.0 Non-dispersive infrared 
Spectroscopy 

 1  hr. 30 26.0  
 Any time 58 50.0  
Nitrogen Dioxide 24 hr. 0.10 0.05 
 8  hr. 0.15 0.08 

Colouring using Saltzman method 
or equivalent (gas phase 
chemiluminescence) 

 1  hr. 0.25 0.13  
Sulfur Dioxide 24 hr. 0.08 0.03 Pararosaniline method of equivalent 



(pulsed fluorescent method) 
 8  hr. 0.12 0.05  
 1  hr. 0.20 0.08  
Ozone 1  hr. 0.20 0.10 Chemiluminescence method or 

equivalent (ultra violet photometric 
method 

Lead Annual 0.0005 - Hi-volume sampling, wet 
ashing/atomic absorption or 
spectroscopy 

 24 hr 0.002 -  
Suspended Annual 0.10 - Hi-volume sampling & Gravimetric 
Particulate 24 hr. 0.30 -  
Matter 8  hr. 0.35 -  
(SPM) 3  hr. 0.45 -  
 1  hr. 0.50 -  
     

 
*(Minimum number of observations required to determine the average over the specified 
period: 
 
03 hour average – 03 consecutive hourly average. 
08 hour average – 06 hourly average. 
24 hour average – 18 hourly average 
yearly average – 09 monthly averages with at least 02 monthly average each quarter. 
 
By wet chemistry methods or by automated analysers. 
 
 
 

NATIONAL ENVIRONMENT ACT, No 47 of 1980 
 
REGULATIONS made by the Minister of Transport, Highways, Environment and 
Womens’ Affairs under section 32 of the National Environmental Act, No 47 of 1980 
read with section 23 E of that Act. 
 
 

SRIMANI ATHULATHMUDALI, 
Minister of Transport Highways, 
Environment and Womens’ Affairs 
 

Colombo , 05th October, 1994 
 

Regulations 
 

1. These regulations may be cited as the National Environmental (Appellate Procedure) 
Regulations, 1994. 

 
2. These regulations shall apply to appeals against the refusal to grant, the refusal to 

renew, the suspension or the cancellation of an environmental protection licence 
under section 23B or 23D of the National Environmental Act. No. 47 of 1980 
(hereinafter in these regulations referred to as “the Act”) by the authority or any 
government department, corporation, statutory board, local authority or public 
officer to whom the Authority may have delegated the power to issue, suspend, 
renew or cancel such licence under and in terms of section 26 of the said Act.   



 
3. Appeals under section 23E against the refusal, refusal to renew, suspension or 

cancellation of an Environmental Protection Licence shall be lodged with the 
Secretary to the Ministry of the Minister in charge of the subject of Environment 
within thirty days after the date of the notification of the decision appealed against. 

 
4. (1) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(a) 
 
 
 
 
(b) 
 
 
(c) 
 
(d) 
 
(e) 
 
(f) 

Every Appeal to which these regulations apply, shall be in writing and 
be signed by the appellant and where the appellant is a body of 
persons be signed by Director, Secretary or other authorized officer of 
that body: 
 
be dated and lodged with the Secretary to the Minister within the 
stipulated time; 
 
have annexed to it a copy of the decision appealed against; 
 
set out concisely  in duly numbered paragraphs the grounds of appeal; 
 
set out the relief which the appellant seeks; and 
 
set out the names and addresses of any persons or bodies of persons 
who were parties to any hearing or inspection carried out by the 
authority, government department, corporation, statutory body, local 
authority or public  officer as the case may be. 

 
 

(2) Any appeal that does not comply with the requirements of regulation 4(1) 
shall not be processed until the said requirements are complied with.  The 
Secretary shall notify the appellant of non-compliance in writing and where 
the appellant fails to rectify such omission within the time stipulated in the 
notice, or within such extension of time as the Secretary may on application 
grant, the Secretary shall reject the appeal. 

 
5. All appeals received shall be entered on a register to be maintained by the Secretary 

for such purpose.  Such register or an extract thereof duly authenticated by the 
Secretary shall be a public document open for public inspection at the office of 
Ministry  of the Minister in charge of the subject of Environment during any working 
day. 

 
6. Upon the lodging  of an appeal, the Secretary shall call  for the entire record relating 

to the decision under appeal from the authority, government department, 
corporation, statutory body, local authority or public officer as the case may be an 
they shall forthwith forward the said record to the Secretary. 

 
7. The Secretary shall thereafter notify in writing the persons whose names and 

addresses are disclosed in the appeal that an appeal has been lodged and that the 
appeal, may be perused at his office during a period of ten working days from the 
date of notice and shall further inform such persons that he will entertain  written 
objections or comments to the appeal during that period; 

 
Provided however,, where the number of persons disclosed in the appeal  exceed 
20,, the Secretary may, in his discretion, publish the notice in an English, Sinhala 
or Tamil newspaper. 
 



8. At the end of the period referred to in regulation 7, the Secretary shall notify  the 
appellant, that objections or comments have been received from the persons 
disclosed in his appeal and that the same may be perused at his office during a 
period of ten days from the date of such notification and the appellant may respond 
in writing if he so desires to such objections or comments, during that period. 

 
 
9. At the conclusion of the period referred to in regulation 8, the Secretary may in his 

discretion, notify the appellant and the persons who have made objections  or 
comments under regulation 7, to appear before him at a formal hearing of the 
appeal on such date and time as may be set out in such notice.  

 
10. The appellant and any person notified may be represented by a Attorney-at-Law by 

some other persons duly authorised by him in writing. 
 
 
11. The Secretary may also notify the authority, government department, corporation, 

statutory body, local authority or public officer as the case may be, to submit its 
comments or observations on the appeal, and may require them to be present and 
make submissions at any hearing through an officer duly authorised in writing or 
through an Attorney-at-law or the Attorney-General. 

 
 
12. At the conclusion of the hearing, the Secretary shall make a decision on the appeal 

within one week of the conclusion thereof, and shall in writing notify the appellant 
and all persons disclosed in the appeal and the authority, government  department, 
corporation, statutory body, local authority or public officer as the case may be, of 
the decision together with the reasons therefore.  

 
13. The Secretary shall maintain a journal in respect of every appeal and shall record 

his reasons for the decision on the appeal in the record.  The decision together with 
the reasons shall be communicated under regulation 12. 

 
14. The Secretary may also establish an Appeals Advisory Committee consisting of 

officers in the Ministry and other qualified persons to advise him in making his 
decision on the appeal. He shall not appoint any person who  has any interest in the 
subject matter or who is a party to the appeal  Members of the Appeals Advisory 
Committee are entitled to be present during hearing and may be consulted by the 
Secretary during hearings.  The Secretary shall not be bound to follow any or all the 
advice given by members of the said Committee. 

 
15. In these regulations unless the context otherwise requires:- 
 

a “Act” means the National Environmental Act, No 47 of 1980 as amended from 
time to time; 

 
b “Authority” means the Central Environmental Authority established under the 

National Environmental Act. No 47 of 1980. 
 


